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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
“ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


Financial Requirements 


Janitor Service 

Light and Power 

Pension Fund 

Bera pitae) ae ere 
Musie for Choir 

Hymn Books 
Miscellaneous Expense -_-- 


$2,145.00 
Capital Expenditures, Re- 
pairs, Replacements -.-.- 


$2,500.00 


The Board of National Missions sup- 

ports this church by the payment of 

$550 annually to the minister. This 

is in addition to the $1,300 paid 
locally. 


first Presbyterian Church 


BoypD G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


To the members and friends of the congregation: 


Our minister has arrived and the church has started a new per- 
iod in its history. If it is to succeed, it will need the cooperation 
of each one of us. Let us consider what the church is and what it 
means to us: 


It is God’s method of keeping His Message and Plan be- 
fore men. It was instituted by His Son, Jesus Christ. 


The church directs the vision of men toward the higher 
way of living and of doing things. It builds better men, 
better communities, better nations. It is the consolation 
of the sorrowing, the support of the weary. It gives direc- 
tion to the vigor of the strong and upholds the weak until 
they become strong. 


The church offers a definite program of Christian fellow- 
ship and activity to everyone in the community. It builds 
morale beyond the scope of formal definition. 


Your assistance is needed to carry on this worthwhile work. 
You are invited to attend the activities, use the services of the pas- 
tor, and share in the support of the church A copy of the budget 
is enclosed for your convenience. This budget will keep the church 
up to an “‘operation level,” and can easily be met if we have a desire 
to ‘keep meat in the Lord’s House.” Please fill in the pledge card 
and return it to the trustees, as it will save the Canvass Committee 
a Call. 

Your servant in Christ, 


JX O, 
Presidént. 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
Frank O. Berry, 
Winfield Ervin, Sr., 
Glen Jones, 
George Vaara, 
Robert B. Atwood. 


Dec. 
llth 
1939 


Rev. lr. Boyd G. Gubbage, 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Cubbage: 


Thernk you for your interesting narrative. I 
au quite sure that you are going to find some big problems to 
solve and some hard questions to answer. My advice to you is 
thet before you commit yourseif in eny erin te way, you teke 
the time to get your Alaskan legs. I mean’ by that thet it 


will be far easier for you to postpone some decisions until 


you gee the situation in ell of its phases. 


I understand thst the 4nchorage church has 
some difficulties and it will teke some préyers and some pa— 
tience for you to sail through them. Any tise thet i can be 
of help to you in any way, do not neat ane to write me. — 


In’ answer to your icaiiay about the repdet, 
you ought to send it through the Chairmen of Presbytery, lir. 
Youel, in Fairbanks. Even though it would cause some celay, 
that is the proper channel. The Aleskan checks are not held 
up until the receipt of the reports, but are sent promptly 
each month on the 7th, so that there would be no danger be 
your salary ee held up. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:BH 


o “ar 
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First Presbyterian Church 
Anchorage, Alaska 
Boyd G. Cubbage, Minister 


"Detailed Narrative" 


: BA ia 
The work in Anchorage has gone along about as usual this ithe 


The Rev. Mr. Clements of the Seward Methodist Church aume to our 
Manse late one night. He had come up on the train and expected fo 
go to Palmer the next day. He stayed all night at the Manse and 
the next day I went up to Palmer with him under the impression a 
that there was a meeting of the United Protestant Council. It turned __—= 
out to- be a meeting of the ‘executive committee! so I went fishing a 
,;and returned that evening. The next day he and Mr. Bingle stopped 
at our Manse to work out what part we were to play in the King's ba ae, 
Lake Conference. I am not as hopeful about this matter as I once 
was. 


The Principal of the Eklutna School (Vocational-Native) had contactec 
me and suggested that the choir sing at one of our Church service 
They did on May 5Sthe and were well received. b 


A Mothers Day offering was received for the Board of Pensions. Tt eee 
was slightly in excess of $ 16:00 . A Childrens Day program and 
offering is planned. 


Mrs. Harrais, president of the Alaska W.C.T.U. (Valdez-Congregational) 
and a member of the Territorial Board of Education, contacted me ~~ 
and informed me that Miss Palmer of the National Organization was 
in Alaska and would be in our tovwm (she said 'city') early in oe 
Mrs. Harrais wanted me to call the clergy together. I did by 3) ne 
circular letter and two-Church of God:Church of Open Door-came. The 
high chureh Episcopal 'Father' didn't come. ; a; 


It is estimated that we will be Witheut the use of our Seliaine ‘ae A 
about three months this summer. ‘ - 


Stated Clerks Office 
The Rev. Mr. Bingle informed me:- "Rec'd letter Pe, Be) a He naioae 
me to go to Valdez and meet the Armstrongs and go with them to a 
Fairbanks--" It therefore seems wise that Mr. Bingle and Mr.:Youel 
consider themselves a Committee of Presbytery to install him while 
Mr. Bingle is there. oes 
The last I heard Mr. Bingle intends to “tear the new pastor at 
Cordova when he is on his way to General Aarons © next Summer. ng 


The Rev. Ralph Peterson has been granted a letter, dismissing him 
to the Pr ontiens. of femlidnt be tip nd Be: has a eal to a PU 


. 
ae 


Anchorage, Alaska 
August 15, 1940 


"Detailed Narrative" 


Boyd G. Cubbage 


The services of the Church have been held as usual this month with 
the exception of the young peoples sermon. The newly organized 
Adult Bible Class is progressing better than I had expected, consid- 
ering it was organized during the 'summer slump! 


The attendance hag been unusually good for the summer season. The 
work, at the air base goes on as usual on the Sabbath Day and keeps 
these men from Church although I doubt if many of them would attend 
any way. ; 


We have received four new members into the Chureh this month. I am 
now corresponding for five more letters. 


» You will note with pleasure that: the Friendly Aid has purchased some 


new furniture for the Manse. The Board has not and will not be, asked 
to pay any of it. It was raised locally and is paid in full. We 
helped) pickyit. It is good and will last) for some years. 


We have raised the money to install a system for heating water for 
the Church kitchen. It will be done very soon. 


I asked a local coal man to give us some coal for the winter. He gave 
us a CAR LOAD.! 


You have no idea what a blessing those new hymn books have been. 


You will remember that new Church of Christ missionary that arrived 
here some time ago and I wanted you to protest to the Home Mission 
Council. He is now laboring at the air base. 


STILL ANOTHER NEW MISSIONARY has arrived -Assembly of Gog. He is not 
needed. . 


Remember the Church of the Open Door? They have a new pastor. The 
former man got a job at the air base that meant he had to work on 
Sunday morning and couldn't preach. Solution ? Get a new preacher. 


These things help to keep religion in the ‘dog house' here. 


Rev. Crawford of Cordove preached here on the morning of Aug. 18. 
I took him to Eklutna School where he preached Sunday evening. He 
preached well here. 


You now owe me for two trips to the Eklutna Vocational School for 

evening services. Because I will have to take Mr. Bingles place as fe. 
well as my own this month that will make four trips by the time ) Bite tt 
you get this report. If the Board can't stand the emenss I will Re a al 


Loner aa) re 


try to absorb it till Fr. Fenn comes home and then leave the entire 
thing up to Mr, Bingle as the Board does pay him. It's up to you 
as I have no zeal in the matter. 


The work hakes so much of my time that I am hard put to find time 

for study. I have had a standing rule since I left Seminary to 

spend at least four hours each day in study. With the press of. things 
I find it is very difficult and I had hoped, when I planned to 

come here, that I could have more time for study. It is a matter 

of great concern to,me, if not to any one else. 


August 23. The Klerekopers and Miss Bannon passed through Anchorage 
today enroute to Fairbanks. The had lunch at the Manse. ‘ 


We met the Armstrongs and Crawfords at the Kings Lake Conference. 


[sat EldAge 
Boyd G. cHbbage 
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: August 16, 1940 
™Metailed Narrative" 


Mr. Crawford preached here 8/18/40 a.m. and at Eklutna in the p.m.. 
Elder Robert Atwood conducted the service in the a.m. on 9/1/40 and 
read a sermon I had written. We visited with the MeDougalls at Fern 
Mine with Elder Jones and his family. Our contact with Supt. McDougal 
at Fern Mine has already born fruit. 


Six adults have been received into the Church this month. I think 
they are the kind of people we can build on-to have a worthwhile 
Chureh here. 


The Church program and the organization meetings are mow planned 
through the Easter season. 


Some of the army officers find time to come to church. I have encouraged 
them but have left the enlisted men to do about as they please. 

The Church of God is working on the enlisted men. We don't have 
room-physically I mean- for too many of them. The officers tell me 

that there will be a full time Chaplk. there soon- see what that 

will do to the enlisted men? It would make us happy if the first 

Chape could be a Presbyterian- say McBride who is already a member 

of this Presbytery and experienced in Alaska work. 


On of the high lights this week was when I conducted the funeral 
service for the famous attist Sydney Laurence. He was not a Church 
man and his wife is a Roman Catholic of sorts. 


We have the magazine exchange started now. 
Evening services will start the first Sun. in October at 7330 p.m. 


IT have read the “Land of Constant Ebbs and Flows" in the Report of 
Boards with great interest. I think it is one of the best things 

IT have ever read on Alaska. Whoever wrote and compiled it deserves 
credit. I would respectfully call your attention to one statement 
that is not a fact. Page 50 under 'Palmer' --"--with a membership 
of 125---". See Gen. Ass. Minutes(current) page 819 under Presby. 
of Yukon, where this Church reports 61 members. See also Minutes 
of last year (page 817) where the report says_42. The Church paid 
its tax to me,eas Treas. on the basis of 42 members last year. 


lay Z. Cuckbape 


(over ) 
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Anchorage,Alaska 
Septernber 1940 


Dear Friends, 


While looking throush the Sevtember issue of Women 
and Missions, I'sew the onestions concerning Alaska in the suggested 
orosran for October meetings, and it occurred to me that you might 
like some answers straictht from the field, I have not consulted the 
references given at all, Whether vou make use of these answers is 
not essential, but I thoucht direct word from Alas*a might serve 
to help maintain interest in vour Alaskan vrogram. How we would 
welcome any communications fron vou, and we should be glad to try to 
answer any questions vou would care to ask about our pvarticular work, 


Renember thet, althouch we are in Alaska, we work in 
a distinctly "white man's torm", There are few natives around 
Anchoraze, which “av soem disanpointing to some peonle who imaszine 
anvone in Aleska works with Eskimos and lives in an igloo! ~The 
problems which confront one in such a town as ours, however, are 
many and varied, and quite unlike those of a tovm of similar size 
in the: States. 


Our warmest sreetinges zo out to vou all, and may 
God bless you in your continued service for Hin, 


Sincerely, 


ay Sa 


Le What do our missionaries contribute to Alaska thet would not be 
gone eventue lly by our sovernment? 
o. The opportunity and place to worshin. 
be Encourecement of individual morality and responsibility. 
c. Ideal of the nermanent howe, The church does not urge people 
to "eet es mich as thev cen and get out”. 
ad. Contact with others interested in raising humanity;i.¢ 
church people Outside, in other Alaskan cities,etc, 


face in their cormunities? 

a, Shifting neovles. Alaska has always been more or less a land of 
nome ds, but the construction of two major air bases, at 
Anchorage and Fairbanks, has increased this. 

b. Marriage is not held sacred enongh, High vercentaze of 

‘ divorces, weddings while intoxicated, etc. 

c. Living conditions which tend to bring about manv deaths from 
T.5.: long winter with Little sun, high cost of food partly 
due to freight rates,ezsv eccess to liquor, etc, 

d. Disinte: “ration of femilv life due to crowded living. Most 
Alasken houses cre smell. Peonle have always had to cut 
the original cost of buildine end of fuel for the long: 
winter. The vresent "booms" have augmented this. Thus, too 
many peovle live in too little snace, since the birth rate 
renains hich, 

e. The problems crented bv the presence of large army vosts-- 
men forcibly seprrated from their families, having little 
eontact with women, etc, 


™, 18 the church work in Alaska organized? 

a, The minutes of General Assembly (ask vour pastor for his copy) 
will show you the resular organization of Alaska and Yukon 
Pres pvteries. But set out vour map and see the distance 
between churches, renembering that we do not have the net- 
wor!: of roads you are used to. Since travel costs so rch, 
vou see that it is hard for the ministers of Yukon Presbvtery 
to assemble for even one stated meeting a vear! Alaska 
Preshvterv Hone has 3 Presbvterial. It is the fond hope of 
the preachers' wives in Yuson Presbvterv that a nresbyterial 
may be Cees here,too,It wes really an event this past 
August when iirs, Armstrong of Fairbanks, l'rs.Crawford of 
Cordove, tins Binge: of raiuer and .t all met at the Kings'! 
Laxe Conference} 


4, What are some of the proble ns which the Presbvteries of Alaska 
and Yukon have to face through t»eir churches? 
a, Distances, Alas%a has 1/5 the area of the U.S.,but with a 
population of rbout 70,090 -- just a small city in the U.S! 
b. Peonle “check their velis rion in Seattle" on their way un. 
C. lich work in suwmer(canneries,mines, ete.) --little in winter, 
ad. Peonle hesitating to transfer le stters from churches hack home, 
e. Anchorace's chief problem is its lack of snace. Crarmed 
quarters are holdine back the whole vrogram of the church, 
vet insnfficient funds necessitated postnonenent of puildineg, 
Besides, most lLabob and most meterial have been cormand- 
eered for the air base, Thet naturally takes precedence 
over all other building going on here, 


PREWBYTERY OF YUKON 
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BoypD G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


October 7, 1940 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 


Dear Dr. King, 


The World Wide Communion Service is over and it was a success. We had 
the Preparatory Service on Thursday and the Communion at 11 Sun. 

We served the elements to 128. That is more than the membership and 
the seating capacity is 93. We had the first evening preaching 
service that evening with about 30 in attendance,over half of whdew 
were not at the morning service. I think the people have responded 

in a very fine way to this. 


The ‘tboom condition'is still with us. The men work seven full days, 
(three shifts a day) at the air base. You see how difficult that makes 
the Church program. I am not sure what per centage of them would 
attend and support church anyway but I think it would not be large. 


I think also that many of them will move on as soon as the construction 


period is over. 


I have been hav ing many weddings etc. One night last week I married 
four couples! That must be a record of some kind. At least it is for 
me. It is now Monday noon and I have five marriages on the slate 

for this week. Last Sunday I baptized a married woman and took her 
into Church. Also received a young unmarried man by letter. 


The attendance is increasing in both the S.S. and the Church. Both are 
increasing in membership also. All bills are paid in full and we 

have paid for the 36 folding chairs. There was THIRTY SIX DOLLARS AND 
NINTEEN CENTS FREIGHT on them!!! That is a little over a dollar 

each. 


There is one thing that must be kept in mind in church financing here. 
It is true that wages are higher than under similiar conditions in 
parts of the States. However prices are also hightr.Rents are very 
high at the present. What I call a very average single room in a 
house will fent from about $25 to $30 per. month. Milk is 25¢ per 

qt. Coal (slack) is $ 8.75 per ton-(nut) $11.00. These are not except- 
ions. I think rents are higher than in Fairbanks at the present. 

Some of the business men told me before the 'boom' that increased 
volume would premit them to,lower prices. Now the population is about 
double and there has been very little reduction in prices- one case 
is where the dry cleaning of a suit (mens) has been reduced from 
$3.00 to $2.50. Elder Robert Atwood still charges 10¢ per day for 

his newspaper-4 sheets of eight pages. Conclusion; after rents etc. 
are paid there is not a lot left for the average man. We have to 

look to the business man for most of our support. 
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The first snow appeared on the mountains on Agugust 31. We have been 
havimg a freeze here almost every night but no real cold yet. Some 
of the natives have been predicting a hard winter with lots of cold. 
When asked what the signs were that told them, they said it was | 
because the white man was chopping a lot of wood early! There was 

a big flood at Goat Creek (crick in Alaska) about 325 mi. north of ‘ 
town on 'the' Highway. It closed the road for several days and washed 

a lot of rock down. There was a heavy early snow on the mount-ins 

that went off in a warm rain. The Creek started to cut a new water 

shed. 


=,” a ae 


Did you know we have one of the highest fim&., if not the highest, mamaf 
T.B. death ratem in the world here? 


I know you want the definite figures on the Church building. I could 

have sent you some figures when I sent the request for the Munger é 

grant but they would have been just figures. You can't imagine the 

changed conditions since vou were here- in all respects. I think we 

can have a definite (and honest) estimate by the first of the year. 

Things have been changing so fast that an estimate-an honest one now 

might be away off in a very short time. There has also been the acute 

problem of ae hae either material or labor regardless of what one 

can pay. The $50,000 apartment house that is going up next to the 

Mnase should NG done and havé people léwing in it now. However it 

is still a shell with not a bit of weather board and no inside finishing, 

It is still just the sheeting and the roof, not even windows. There 
three or four men at work at it off and on all summer-when they 

could get material. Our thought was-get the money so we could pay for 

material and freight this winter and have the material here in the 

spring. Since we can't give you a figure on it at the present we will 

wait till things quiet down a bit this winter and do it. The problem, 

we have faced we still face- excent it is worse. Inm addition the roof 

in in much worse condition. Why don't the people go to the other ’ 

SO called Protestant churches? I expect they will drift that way ‘a 

some this winter. So far I can tell you that in spite of the fact 

that there are about nine of then here I have conducted every wedding 

in this community except one, that was conducted by ministers and have 

had every Protestant funeral(I do not know of one exception) Why 

don't they zo to the other ministers? I think it is because WE have 

the right CHURCH SET UP for Alaska. Hence I still am of the opinion 

that we can build a congregation here. 


Fa+ 


Mrs. Cubbage and I read your article in Women and Missions with gpeeat ‘* 
delicht. We congratulate you on your keen insight into the Alaskan 
situation and are happy you are at the head of the Unit of Alaska Work. — 


Kindly extend our regards to Mrs. King and your mother in law. 


ordiall 
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"Detailed Narrative" 


Anchorage, Alaska 


Bo Cubbage 
October 16, 


Services have been held as usual in the Ghurch this report period. 
In addition I have started an evening preaching service. 


We gave Communion to 121 at World Wide Communion. It was preceeded by 
a preparatory service on Thursday evening. 


On Oct. 2 we chartered the Brill cars on the rail road and about 
56 of our Friendly Aid went to Palmer to have a meeting with the 
women of the United Protestant Church. 


Note the mumber of marriages on the report. On Sept 26 I conducted 
four in one evening-this is a record for me at least! On the week 
starting on the 7th. I conducted nine in six days-also a record for 
me. You “will be especially interested in the one- a young army Lieut. 
in the EPISCOPAL Church-I wore the"white business" of theirs over my 
GENEVA PULPIT robe.Read the episcopal service from the prayer book. 
Faced the altar to bless both rings. In fact,in the venacular- fimp 
"shot the works" Earlier that day I had married another young Lieut 
in our Manse. 


The hospital guilf of the Providence Hospital (Roman Catholic) asked 
to use our church basement for a "Jelley-Tea". I gave them my consent. 
That evening as I went into the Church to visit them a minute I 

was smiling to my self but imagine my astomishment when the first 
person I saw was Member No. A-I of the local Christian Science Church! 
My! Myst 


Both of our Choirs practice each Wednesday evening. 
The Mens Brotherhood will start up from the summer rest this month. 


I have succeeded in getting the sunday school to change to the West- 
minister Uniform series. They had been using Gospel Light. Sometime 
ago I made a pulpit call for S.S. teachers and have seven volunteers 
since. This would be considered good in one of these hiny churches 
put I expect not much for a large N.Y. church. 


The evening service seems to be off to a sood start. It-was not started 


to give the preacher something to amuse himself with but because 
there was a real demand-vocal. You will notice on the report that 
there were 53 present on the second evening. That is more than there 
were members when I came to Anchorage. Very few of these people had 
been at the morning service. I have started a mommmimgm serieda of 
sermons on 'The Fundamentals of the Faith" They will strike the 
evangelistic key (not the three cheers for Jesus) as I try to do in 
all of my preaching. 


You wilkm also note in the report that our building is filled beyond 
its seating capacity each sabbath morning. 


See Page II 
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I think you should be kept informed on the condition of this 
community because of the 'boom! ) 
Almost all housing is taxed beyond capacity and still 
they come. Rents are very high. 
Prices are still higher-wood(for fires) has gone up to nd 
$15.00 per cord. It was $11.00 to $11; 50. (And $5.00 in 7 
Palmer ) 


The men work three shifts a day and seven days a week at 
the air base. Many are building houses in their'spare 2 
time! 


Both the Govenor(in a speech here) and the General in 

charge of A.D.F. have given public warnings about the 

high prices. The merchants have denied that prices have 

gome up-Lies for the most part. Robert Atwood(our Elder) 

had the biggest part of a page in his paper of 'testimonials' 
to 'provet that prices hanf't advanced. I took him to 

task about it and he said,#n the one case,"she said it so 

I *Bintea it" 


The population has more than doubled this summer. From the 
stand point of the church, one must not take this on what 
it might seem on the surface, to you, at a distance.Some 
of these people will drift out just as they drifted in- 
never loose sight of that! 


Moral conditions are not as bad as you might expect. City 
officials tell me there has been a great increase in the 
number of prostitutes. Ldcquor has increased. There is a 
lot of petty thievery, fighting on the street etc. I have 
warned the women not to go on the street alone at night 
not in public speech)-they pay no attention. However it 
is not as bad as you would expect,but worse than the 
Chamber of Commermce would admit 


New roads are being projected. It appears that the army 
has been able to force the construction of the rail road 
cut off at Portage(this means the mm end of Seward) 

It is now fairly certain that the Palmer highway will be 
extended through the Chicaloon district to the Richardson : 
highway(army pressure) This will help Valdez and the AMF: 
@ongregational church there. It will not help Cordova! x. 
Appearantly the later will not proffit. by this 'up' for Pt 
Alaska. The road will help Palmer. It will give us a road 
connection with Fairbanks. A road is being projected to 
Seward also. The new town at the end of the proposed Portage ~ 


? t...4b 


ds 


will be of importance as a port. It should be given to } * ae 
the Methodists if this thing materializes. Just when? Y 
Guess! However we have been talking to some of the men who 
think they are in the know. Army officers especially. oe. | 
ANCHORAGE WILL BE THE HUB OF ALL THIS!The center of all ie pray, oe * 
defense activities. PERT | , ie eae 
New air routes are being planned.They will naturally center 
here because of the army and the large improvements to the © 
commercial field. It appears that the army will do for the — 
| A. ip ag » 2s, eae ; j 
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Territory and this community, in the sa cred name of Defense, 
something in a few years what it would otherwise take many 
years to do otherwise. 


Now, as the 'tumult and the shouting dies' on the prohibition matter 
I want to thank you for the copy of the letter you sent me of the 

one you sent to Miss Palmer. In the first place I want to affirm my 
faith in the cause of temperence. I am a 'teetotler' personally and 
the officers here will tell you that I teach it( a little more than 
some of them like) However I want to say again that, all the opinion 
of good men and women to the contrary, it is NOT THE MAJOR PROBLEM 
in Alaska. The major problem here is the one of evangelism. Men and 
women must first be won to Christ-them Christian morality can be 
taught them. (There are about 500 church members in Anchorage) TI have 
observed since I have been here that you cant get three or four 
ministers together for a minute till they start a camp meeting against 
whiskey. Yes- they are right-it is hell. But what to do? Pass a law 
they say. It hasn't been done yet, andfwil ever be by hooking 

the horse behind the cart. Yet what a low ebb the tide has for the 
conversion of the souls of men! This is mv attitude as to the best 
thing for Anchorage along with a big and regular dose of temperence 
teaching in the church school. 


A week ago or so, Mr Bingle in his official capacity as Moderator of 
Presbytery, called at our Mnase and found me at home. The burden of 
the additional work in Anchorage was on his soul. He wanted to talk 
the matter over with me-we did. He then said it was his intention to 
write to you and Mr. Youel about the matter if I had no objection- 

I had none. Since them he has sent me a copy of the letter, which I 
now have at hand. You will recall that we foresaw this coming and when 
it came we were caught short. It resovled itself into a matter of 
dellars and cents and we didn't have them. I am not so sure that the 
plans we projected will be adequate for the immediate neetLof this 
field- again a matter of dollars and cents and neither the local 
church nor the Board of Missions has the dollars and cents. Go what? 
I have been working in terms of what we do have and let it so at that. 
I am very willing to Listen to any-ideas of Presbytery, of the Board, 
or of yours personally. To date I have not learned to pick figs 

from thistles and know of nothing else that can be done here with our 
very minature finances, The idea of chapels here,as in Juneau, as no 
been given serious consideration by me, as I told Mr. Bingle. I can 
not see the point in having two churches when we don't have one. He 
is absoultely right that we, like Chamberlin said of Hitler, are in 
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a good position to miss the bus here. 


Respectfully, 


Boyd G. Cubbage 


"Detailed Narrative" iW 


Anchorage, Alaska 
Boyd G. Cubbage, Minister 


The services and meetings have been held’as usual this report period. 2 ey 


All bills have been paid. 

ie 
I now preach three times on Sunday. This has been made necessary By 
by the number of people and the small building. | 4 


10:30 to youne: people with the Junior Choir 
11:00 to adults with the adult choir a 
7350 evening worship with special singing at each service, 
About 25% of the people at the 7:30 service are ttwicers'. It is 4 E 
heavy preaching }oad for one of my few talents, along with the heavy 
pastoral work of this boom town. 


There is a growing list of people who will unite with the church 
soon (Northern Light had better ‘get going' ) 


The church gave a one year birthday party for Mrs. Cubbage and me. 

A menu is enclosed. The picture on the front is not. the meat loaf! 

Mr. Youel and Mr. Bingle were present. It was the fifteenth anniversary 
of Mr. Youel's arrival in Alaska. é | 
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On Sunday, afternoon I conducted the funeral servitve for I Koslosky- 
one of the Local Jewish merchants. The same afternoon I gave what is 
called here, a eulogy, at a funeral conducted by the Elks, for an 

01d sourdough, whose wife and daughter(and her husband) are Catholics. 
The Roman priest was present as a spectator. What a day!- with 

three sermons,and a Sunday School Class to teach, also. I'll bet 
ministers don't have an experience like that very often down in Texas. ‘ 


You will note there has been quite a few weddings again this month. 
(We have a new sewing machine) This week I was interrupted in sleep 
at 43:30 a.m. by a couple who wanted to get married . Drunk! I didn't 
do it- however they went on over and got the U.S. Commissioner out 
of bed and he did. That is twice lately, I have turned down drunks ‘4 
at night-the other after 3 a.m.- that he has married. Am I foolish? 
Some of the peoble here say no, some yes. I think the question is 
réally is ‘Is it right’. ' 


The Men%s Brotherhood had a Halloween Party for young people of 
the senoir C.E. age. It was just moderately successful. 


Two tevangelists' who have been 'working' Mr. Bingle's field have — 
descended on me now. They have hired a hall and will hold what they . 
allege to be ‘meetings’ each evening. There are ten churches here now © 
30 I imagine another won't hurt the town very much even if they are © 
successful- which they weren't up in the Valley. 


The Reverend John HE. Wouel arrived in response to Mr. Bingle's 
call. He preached in Palmer on the one Sunday morning he was here 
and showed motion pictures in our church in the p.m. ) 
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Our meeting was well attended-89. The offering went to apply on our = 
be, 


mission quota. We have declared our intention of meeting it in ful 
this year. We went over the field very carefully. Enclosed is:- 
a- a form letter left in each house 
b- a report form filled in for each new house 
Mr. Bingle went along for two days( Only got his truck stuck in the 
mud once-practically batting 1000%) ) , 
I do not like the proposed idea of a log- or any other 
kind of a chapel here and frankly told Mr. Youel so. 
I do not favor two churches when we don't have one as yet. 
I do not favor another minister here. It is a waste of 
funds that we don't have locally and that the Board 
does not have, judging from vour letters. It appears that 
it is a 'truism' amoung Alaskan Missionaries that people 
will not travel far to church (cold, travel facilities etc.) 
I could present a thesis in onpositkon to.this: in) tne 
case if it were worth the time in this report. I did 
present it to Mr. Youel and Bingle. I want it to go on 
record in, the office that I do not favor this chapel idea 
here, 


I doubt if the people in these new additions to the town 
would contribute enough money to pay for their own Sunday 
School supplies in a Sehool held in one of their homes. 

I know, as it was suggested, that some of them who do not 
come, would if we would run a bus for them. I doubt if they 
would contribute enough to buy even the gasoline. 


Some of these people will leave when the construction period 
is over. What percentage/? Any one can guess. I guess a 

high percentage. However when they do, the population will 
still be almost double what is was. This is a conservative 
estamate. 


The real gain in Anchorage is not the tim traveling laboring man. It 
will be the famlies of army officers who live in town. The men who 
are new in business etc. I have been hitting the line hard on this 
idea of what will last. Almost all of the members I have added are of 
this type. The people I have in line are also. Is it not wise? 


I am of the conviction that the local church and it's pastor, the 
Board, and the Presbytery, can best serve this community at the 
present by doing all in our power tq get a church plant that is 
adequate to meet the worship, Sunday School, social, etc. needs 

of this growing community and congregation. "This is "problem No. AxIt 
The appeal to the solid people can be best made in this way. 


A VERY PRACTICAL PROBLEM: There are two new Sunday School classes 
ready to start. Two teachers are ready to go to work. MMMM Where? 

The building is already over taxed. Five classes are meeting in an 
auditorium that m seats less than a hundred. Another meets in the 
vestibule. The basement is full and over full with the primary 
already. No romms to rent near at hand. Can't stand,the high rent the 
public school charges. An interesting note: S.S. classes meet in every 
part of the church except the one toilet room and it has no way to 

get any heat ta2nt 


See page ST) 
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“We have been eye a flu pene So tae apt one 
In some it has turned into pmeumonia. “Mrs. Cubbage oad 
missed it so far. Our little giv. was quite ill for a th 
Robert Atwood's little baby had it and. it went into neque 
One of the small boys in the S.S. asked why there were so in 
class one Sunday. He was told of the epidemic and that a 


were over two mm hundred cases. He asked "How many to a ca ite we 
vent canned food is bou nt in case 1 oN oy NL ane ne bi : 
| eat comes mm ls a can) + She | ie 
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FINST PRESDYTCRI N CHURCH 
"The Comprunity Church" 
Fifth Aveyat havoc. 


Rev. Bovd G. Cubbage, Pastor 
lianses 516 Fifth Ave. 
Telephone: Bleck 157 


The Church in Anchorage is organized on the Comunity 
Church Plan develoned for Alaska by most of the major Protestant 
Churches(lMethodist, Brptist, etc) It has peovle from many of 
these Church Femlies in full membership. 

This plan was develoned to evoid the difficulty of having 
too many churches that, by necessity, are too smell to be self- 
supportin;:, or effective in the community. It zives to all 
Christians an opnortunity to unite in one Church to serve the 
One Leader. Ask the pastor to explain the Plan in full. to vou. 


The chief immediate problem to be solved is to get the 
peonvle who cone to the comunity and who are alreadv menbers of 
one or the coonerntins Churches to become familiar t7ith the 
Comity Plan and to be ective in’ this Church, 


The Program 


Sunday Services: 


9;45 Sunday School-Classes for all 
19:29 Young Peoples Church anc Sermon by the pastor 
11:90 Morning Worship and Sermon bv the pastor 
6:20 Christian Endeavor 
7350 Hvening ‘Jorshin and Sermon bv the pastor 
(The Junior Choir sings at 10:%0) 
(The Adult Choir sings at 11:99) 
The FRIGNDLY AID is the wom-ns orennizetion of the Church. It 
meets on the seconc end fourth “‘'ednesdavs of each month in the 
Church Parlors et two o'clock. Mrs. Frank Berry, President. 


The kisl'S BROTICERHOOD is the men's org-nization, It meets on the 
thir@ i:ond=1 of each month at eicht o'clock. 
Robert l:ills, President 

You ere invited to all of the meetings and Services of 


WT COMMUNITY CHURCH" 


fy HESBYTERIAN MESSENGE(c; 


"The Community Church' 


Anchorage, ee 


Morning Worship 
LL Aetie 

Prelude and Meditation 
Doxology (Standing) 
Invocation & Lord's Prayer 
Gloria Patri 
Psalter Selection No. 38 
Hymn No. 57 'Holv, Holv, Holv® 
Scripture: hiatthew 273;11-31 
Period of Silent Confession 
Pastoral Praver and Resnonse 
The Tithes and Offerings 
Speciel Itusic bv the Choir 
Sermon "The Ageless Question" 

TexGesi CG is oe 
Hymn No. 230 'Just As I Am! 
Benediction and Response 
Postlude 


THE FRIENDLY AID will meet in the 
Church Parlors on Wednesday at 

two o'clock, All women in the 
communitv are invited. Mrs.Teeland 
will present the subject: "Great 
Hymns" 


Men's Brotherhood-Monday Nov. 18 
at the home of Robert Atwood 


additional sets of the 
Offerins Enveloved in the Church 
vestibule. The Officers encourage 
the use of them. If you want a set 
you mey get it after the service. 
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There are 


Did vou know???? 
There were eightv nine people at 
the evening service last week, 
Mr. Youel will leave early in 


January to relieve Miss Emma: Staufe 


fer, our Missionary at Wales, for 
six months. 


'Praver changes things! 


int 
November 19, 1940 
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Svening Worship 
Be Or 
Mrs. Robert Atwood, Picnist 
lirs. Jack Harrison, Soloist 
Musical Prelude 
Opening Sentence 
Hymn No. 78 
Psalter Sel. No- 315 & Gloria 
Evening Pravers & Offering 
Hyrin No 39 
Scripture Reading 
Solo-------- lirs, Jack Harrison 
Sermon “Fundamentals of the Faith’ 
Revelation" 
Hymn No, 2594 
Mizpah Benediction 


ee ee ee ee mee me ee ee ee 


The Choir will present a musical 
progrem on Friday evening at 8 
O'clock in the church. It is the 
first of a series to be presented 
this winter under the direction 
of:lirs, Jack: Harrison. The pro« 
ceeds will be used by the choir. 
The public is invited, 


A SPECIAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
will be held on the evenins 
before Thanksgiving(Nov. 20) A 
similiar service was held last 
year and was well attended, 
Special hymns will be sung and a 
sermon “ill be preached about 
this National-Religious holiday, 
hiake it vour plan to attend, 


There are quite a few neople who 
should join the Church soon. If 
you are readv, speak to the 
pastor or ean officer, 


Prayer for the week: 
Let us pray for our Country 
am ask God's BlesSing on her in 
these troubled times, 


Paw, | 
Ng 


Anchorage, Alaska 


December 17, 1940 
Boyd G. Gubbaze, Mini 
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There has been a lot of sickness-'flu'. The hospital has been tw ll. 
I have had what for me, is a very bad cold that has left me with meh wee 
a cough. Have felt ‘punk! for over two. weeks. I had the zood fortune i 4 
not to be in bed over a Sunday. aa | 


BEEN 
The services have; held in the church each week as usual. 


Lt. Col. James McBride has arrived as army chaplin. He is a member ie 
of Yukon Preshytery, still. He was the missionary that built this ed 
church and Manse. We had a reception for him that wasn't well attend eday 
He seems like a fairly decent sort of 8ellow but is well PANEL aware! 
of his rank, 


We reccived nine (9) members into the church this month. od aciall 


The eeening service is still being carried on because there are. very 
few 'twicers' The offering is poor. From #5:00 to eight or tem. sf ; 
Usually nearer the five. : bon, er 


The Sunday School is still a mess and is getting to be more so with 
the increased enrollment. It pains me to try to do anything with ele 
There is but one class room as you remember, the rest struggle in the te 
auditorium. SIX classes in it and it seats 93! Confusion till people 
don't like to attend to say nothing of teach. The Secty forgot to 
register the count for this pepiod and I can't find him to get it, 
hence it is not on the blank. It is increasing in ete e. aks the 
sickness. : .; 
We had a 10 in. snow. the other Wea It has dritted some a is quite ae 
deep in spots. Last: night was the worst blizzard 1 have. ever seen. I bo ihiy dy 
came on a strong north wind. It is dark almost all day here now, We a 
got a glimpse of the sun about noon today- the first for days. Looe 
continues to ie Berkey bd the last of the month. aye, 


"Cabin Fever", the pressure disease (pyacholegioalimes started up. | 
One of our women ‘broke! with it last night. I talked to her and did _ 
her some good. Two of the famlies in the church have started a fight. 
It is the same thing and I read them the riot act. The short. days and 
long nights, always cold, sickness, sense of isolation, small-poor 
houses, high cost of food, are the cOnts Abus TRE factors. It oa 
a good rae adi for a monograph . da | ae thin eae - 


We do not as yet know where om when. the Presbytery will hol 
is yee eek stated erage oS es yates Hea e tN J . 
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Boyp G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER ie te 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA re ody 
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December 26, 1940 


Rev. Everett B. King, D.D. 
156 Fifbh Avenue 
New York City. 


Dear Dr. King, . i: 


We thouecht it would be well to write and tell you that Dr. 
Walter Torbet of the Methodist Mission in Alaska (District. Sup't. — 
Living in Seward) was in Anchorage yesterday, Dec. 20th. He telephoned 
me and asked me to come to see him at his hotel, which I did. “a 


He told me that one of the army officers (who has been here 
about three weeks) had written to him and told him of the dreadful vite 
conditions that prevail here- drink, prostitution, ete. The officer was 
a Methodist from someplace in the States. His inference was, not state 
that only a Methodist church could open the gates of heaven and clean © 
the situation here up in due order. (They have not done so in Juneau, ~ 
Seward, Nome, etc. but that would not bother them) 9 


Conditions here, morally, are about as the officer says. 
Prostitution has increased as has drinking. These things must be held Es 
mind: - | 
a- This is a frontier 'boom' town in Alaska and not a New 

England Village. The 'boom' is a new ones . 
b- Men out number women 9 to 1 in the Territory. More than 
that since the army arrived, in Anchorages — mS 
c-Whiskey flows freely in the entire Territory. Anchorage is< aa 
not the only sore thumb. (Ketchikan - where the Methodists — 
almost have a corner on the religious market is VERY bad) ~ 
d- An effort has been made and is still being made to get the © 
army officers and men and their wives, into the Church. Very 
few of them even ATTEND occasionaly @#ncluding the officer 
who wrote to Torbet) Their wives do not attend as well as 
the wives of saloon keepers. It is rather hard to smoke that 
in your pipe! The wives of saloon keepers will sometimes ~ 
look the church up on their own accord and attend. Moreo¥er 
Col. McBride, the chablain, tells me that the officers and — 
their wives probably won't to amount to anything! og 
We do not condone anyfof these things. It is not a new thing. We merely 
state them. There are some new things:- e 
a- As I have told you before, Seward- the seat of the Metho 
work here, and the home of Dr. Torbet is on the skids, a 
a town. Recent developments indicate that the Alaska RR. 
will not meet the sea there much longer. It will then be 
like Cordova-only worse. It would not be suitable as a 
Bishops Seat? pa ie 
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B-There is no real need for a Methodist Church. It will 


waste of mission money and effort. It would be only 7 


, 
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worst kind of church politics that could even mildly justify ity 
present and in my juégement it is not in the immediate future-at 
this generation, as far as a human who is very familiar with thisa 
situation can see. | 


Now,Dr. Torbet did not say we he had it in his plans-he just intimat 
it and talked around it. Hence there is nothing for us to do cate 
want you to be informed on the matter. aA 
Another thing he brought up was this:-that officer told him in con! riden 
that there would be about 14,000 men at the Fort. I said it was just | 
having 14,000 more men in Seattle as far as justifying a Methodist Chur 
here. The Fort is about 4 mi. from town. A complete unit in itself fory 
the most part- even to a grade school for children. There will be a 
church and a recreational center as well. The town has grown and may 
grow some more. However-there should be one Protestant Church before 
Ene S are two. 


It may be that he wanted to put a little pressure on me because he aian't 
like the way I handled the prohibition matter. But I didn't like the way + 
he handled it either. He is bishop in Seward but I am in Anchorage. te 
You can just put this down as true. THIS IS THE MOST FORTUNATE CHURCH 
FIELD IN THE TERRITORY, AS TO PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 


Cordially, 
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Anchorage, Alaska 


January 2, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


I wént to keep you informed as to conditions here. We are 
in contact with Seattle by boat as well as air at the present. There 
has been parcle post arrive. 


The boats going outside are carrying civilian passengers 
as yet. The Church has been loosing famlies: Mr && Mrs W. Ervin, Mr 
& Mrs B.G. Davies, Mr & Mrs Wm, Burgan; by way of regular members. 


All of the women and children of all soldiers have been 
erdered to evacuate and many of they have gone. Faces are missing 
from the church. 


The women and children of the Signal corps have been ordered 
to go. Our Mrs. Fred Belgard told me today that her order has come, 


Ruth Wheeler (Ralph's wife) has received her order to go 
and she has been a resident for - seven years isn't it? 


The local garrison is reported to have been reinforced to 
a considerable extent. I pass this along as rumor as there has been 
no official announcement. They are on a continual alert. 


I am of the opinion that there will be no food shortage 
here this winter. The fuel supply is low but, as far as can be seen, 
will hold out. 


As to the next few days - people are leaving as fast as 
they can get on a boat. There is no reason to foresee any change, 
It is generally thought that things will not go well here when Minalla 
falls, and that it will fall. Where they get the idea, I do not 
know. But they have it, and that is what counts in getting them to 
go Outside. (there is no housing shortage now) 


That's the way it stands up to the present. The Church 
program is going on as usual and I am doing the best I can with things 
in general. Attendance has decreased somewhat below what it was. 
Considering the number who have left there has been no decrease. My 
health has improved somewhat but I have had an awful time with the 
cold in my head. 


Cordially, 


Aart , VG 


RELIGION 


Lutherans Invade Sinful Sitka 


The fishermen. and cannery workers of 
Sitka, on the upper reaches of the Alaskan 
“panhandle,” don’t get much religion. Sal- 
vation Army officers occasionally visit the 
town for a revival, and an Episcopal bishop 
drops in to perform marriages, but the only 
going church is a tiny band of Roman 
Catholics. As for Lutheranism,- estab- 
lished in Sitka exactly 100 years ago by 
Finnish and Russian traders, that faith 
vanished from the town soon after the 
United States purchased the territory in 
1867. 

In New York last spring, the United 
Lutheran Church’s Board of American 
Missions pondered whether to make a 
fresh start in Sitka. The board asked the 
Rev. John L. Cauble, pastor of the Church 
of the Resurrection in Juneau, to look 
Sitka over and make a recommendation. 
He found it anything but pious. What 
aroused him most was a long street lined 
with saloons, gambling dens, and _ broth- 
els that did lusty business whenever the 
fishing fleets hit port with their catches. 
At the head of this “rakes’ row” stood 
the plot on which (before it was deserted, 
looted, and finally torn down) had stood 
the original Lutheran church. 

In October, spurred by Mr. Cauble’s 
favorable recommendation and the fact 
that Americans will soon flock into Sitka 
to man the new naval and air bases being 
built there, the United Lutheran mission 
board voted to start a new church. This 
week, aboard the coastal steamer North- 
coast, the man chosen to do the job—the 
Rev. Hugh Dowler of Pueblo, Colo.—set 
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out from Seattle on the trip northward to 
Alaska. 

Mr. Dowler can be as tough as anyone 
he’s likely to meet in Sitka. Iowa-born and 
reared in Wyoming, he worked during his 
teens as a teamster in the oil fields, mixing 
with what he calls the “roughest class of 
men in the world.” After graduation from 
Western Theological Seminary, Fremont, 
Neb., the young preacher first took over 
small Nebraska pastorates when that state 
was having some of its worst dust-storm 
troubles, and five years ago moved to 
Pueblo. He says that even in Sitka (where 
he will build a two-story church on the old 
site, with a chapel upstairs and a reading 
room, showers, and baths downstairs) he 
expects to encounter nothing that can 
shock him. 


'Detailed Narrative! 


First Presbyterian Church 
Anchorage, Alaska 
Boyd G. Cubbage, Minister 
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The chief charasteric of the work this month, as perhaps it has been foraem 
some months past, is the sickness. We are getting the 'flut cleared up © 
but the measels And mumps are starting. About 125 cases of measels*in © 
the public school but the health doctor (local politician) has not | 
closed it, mmammmbh hence we have hot closed the church school. 


There was a thing that happened Brig month that made me very ae Two. 
of the women in the church-wife of clerk of Session and a wife of a 
trustee- who have been at swords points for several vears.-Bpen fights, 
not speak, é6te-. met after the morning service and made up. The entire 
conzresation is very happy with them as am 1. They say they will never 
do such a thing again. This I feel, is the Spirit working in our midst. 
We shall never refer to it again here and I ask you never to-in any way. 
We shall use our strength in the work of the day not of the past. 


We rented the high school (about $30.00 rent) for the Christmas cantata. 
It was full and it seats 600. There were about fourty singers. Other 

expenses brought the total expense up to about $ 75.00. We cleared about 
$75.00 which will be used on the building fund. How we need that building! 


Mr. Bingle has called Presbytery to meet in Cordova 1/25/'41 

Miss Emma Stauffer arrived Anchorage 1s. Will leave Anchorage fie am 
Seward 1/19 "ae 
Enclosed is a Pe oen "Today" ete. a 


We were happy. to receive three books from the Rush Taggerts at Christmas, 


The women of the Church had a fine baby shower for Mrs. enveeee 1/17 
They really did it up’ rights 


We are happy over the addition of a new bed room outfit for the 'master 
room' at the Manse, bought by the ladies aid. We bought a new bed ete. 
for Nancy's room. We are slowly replacing the junk furniture that was 
here - a thing that most of the Manses in Yukon Presbytery sorely needs 
as Dr. King will remember. This has been paid for pattage otk with no help. 
from the Board or any outside source. fiemham=ammmn 


I am a charter member of the Rotary Club of Anchorage, the first and 
only service club here, and its first Secretary, might have been its. 
first president but I declined the nomination - such modestyt 


' as raf an : ; Pics : 


First Presbyterinon Church 
"The Cormunity Church" 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Dear Friend, 


You are invited to have a FAMILY ALTAR in your home, or to have Daily 
Privete Devotions. It is hoped thet every fanily in the Church will 
unite in the Family Atlar. We all need it for the good of our souls. 


We have ordered some materisl thet will help you:- 


a= "TODAY", a monthly devotional magazine. Accept the Jenueryv 
issue with the conpliments of your church.. One covy is to be 
mailed to ecch fanilv on the roll book. In the future copies 
will be found the last of each month in the vestibule of the 
church. Please deposit five cents in the little cash box to 
help pay the cost, I heartily recorriend the use of *TODAY" 

be You will find copies of “A YEAR WITH Ti! BIBLE" in the vesti- 
bule. Take one with the cormplinents of the church. You will 
find it quite helpful in reedins the Word. 

c- Every Christian home and each Christien not Living in a hone 
should subscribe to at least one reLicious magaziac. I an 
happy to recorriend "THE PRESBYTERIAN to vou. The Friendly 
Aid will soon take subscriptions to it, 


Mey God bless vou and keep you very nesr to our Christ. 
In His Service, 


Your Panta 


days. Mail it, hand it to. me or place in offerin: plete on Sunday 


We will heave Fanilv Devotions in our home 
I will have Personel Deilv Devotions raphe 
I want "TODAY" each month end will get it at the Church 
(This does not enter a nub senieea in 
Do you want aaa cor a ceee advice or the Pastor on hor to start: 
Fenillv Alter 
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. be Personcl Devot ions 
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Neme _ 


Or me OD oR: oe Obes ew eS ve eo 


Strect & No, _ 
Manse telephone; Black 157 


‘Detailed Narrative’ 


Anchorage, Alaska 
Boyd G. Cubbage, Minister April 15, 1941 


Services have been held as usual durine this report period. One Sun. 
P.M. when I was taken suddenly ill, an officer from the local 
army fort conducted the services in a very acceptable manner. 


The enclosed programs will expalin the holy week, communion, and 
Laster services. The church is full each Sunday. People have been 
turneé away for three Sundays, from the 11l.a.m. service. On Easter 
Sunday morning over 100 were turnes away. The basement was full at 
that service and people left when they couldnTt hear down there. 


Eleven adults were received into membership on Palm Sunday. There 

was one remarkable conversion of an adult man, who is engaged in 
business here. I baptized him and received him into membership. No 
one could believe that he had finally accepted Christ. Note the 
program for the Easter Cantata - we rented the high school auditorium, 
The rent is $40.00 - entirely too high. The attendance was very good. 


We have the evening service here but it is not popular. There are 
some good reasons but mostly it is that people want to go to church 
in the morning. "I do not like thee Dr. Fell" 3 


The finances of the church are in fair condition at the end of the 
church year. All bills are paid in full. There is no debt. I am 
paid in full. 


You should know that prices - which are already very high - are on 
the way up here. Bread has advanced from 2 loaves for 25¢ to 20¢ 
per loaf. The price of hair cuts advanced 15¢ last week. Meat 
generally sells for about 50¢ per 1b. Milk is 25¢ per qt. A daily 
paper is 10¢ per copy. Lettuce is 25¢ per head and so poor that it 
can scarcely be used. 


The Roman Catholic tm Church is planning a new $40,000 church building 
for Anchorage. 


The Mormon church has recently opened a work here, 
We are still getting the usual assortment of ‘evangelists! 


The CHNADIAN Salvation Army is trying to raise enough money in 
Anchorage to buy a lot and put a $20,000.00 building on it. Elder 
E.A. Rasmussen of the Skagway church is helping them push it. Both 
he and his wife have attended our church while they have been in town 
and the relation seems to be cordial. 


Mr. Bingle was in town again yesterday. He and I had lunch with 


Rev. Paul Prouty. Both went to Palmer on the train. Mr. Bingle had 
‘caught’ a ride into town. 


Over 


——o To” 
; y 


ie 


MM Piease note carefully the enclosed copy of a letter to Mr. Bingle 

, It is this sort of thing that make§ cooperation with Mr. Bingle 
so difficult at times. Bring up from your mind the case of Mr. 
McAdoo - and start to work over in your mind a m new church for 
me in case it leads to the same end as’McAdoo. A man can take but 
so much of this. The people, evidently, even less. 


You will note that the calls etc. are omitted from my monthly 

report blank. Through an act of carelessness the origional blanks 
was placed with some papers that were té“burned. I have been able 
to replAce some of the figures from the church records, but had no 


other record of the calls ete. Sorry! 


PANY OF YUKON SYNOD OF WASHINGTON 
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first Preshuterian Church 


Boyp G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


April 28, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 


Dear Dr. King, 


There is a matter that has been on my mind for sometime and 
I am writing for your advice in the matter. It concerns the monthly 
report of the Anchorage Church. 


There are quite a few activities in this church. It has 
grown rapidly with a corresponding development in program. Now, you 
get a fair picture of the weeks activity from the numbers recorded on 
the A.M. and P.M. worship, and the Church School. HOWEVER you get no 
count on the ones turned away from these meetings: i.e. AM worship & 
@hurch School. 


There are the following meetings during the week:- 
Adult chior practice 
Jr. Choir practice 
Womans Organization 
Boys Club wnt 20) 
Session & Trustee & Building Committee meetings, etc. 
Young People's Fellowship (Senior C.E.) 
Junior C.E. 
Intermediate C.E. 
Soldiers Social night 


(A Boym Scout Troop is being organized) 
Endless committee meetings of above. 


Naturally I can't attend all of these - try as I do - there 
are sick calls, pastoral calls, marriages, funerals, extra addresses, 
community activities(I am a Rotarian etc), all of which take time 
and energy. Then too the Session, Trustees, Aid, etc. depend on me in 
what seems to be an unusual way ( I am beginning to fear that the church 
is being built on a man - or rather to depend on one) 


The thing I want your advice on is this:- Must I get busy 
and set up a detailed organization to tally the attendance at all of 
these so that our monthly report will be complete: or should I report 
the Worship - Church School attendance, and let you take the rest on 
on the fact that they met and not care if they are up two or down 
three that specific meeting’ 


over 


“THE COMMUNITY CHURCH" 


This I pass along for your information - The anchorage church has 
become a "City" church from the point of view of thwe work demanded 
of the pastor, without the equiptment, building, finance etc. to 
carry it on. These things will have tO be worked out. 


I write about these revorts hacande it bothers me to have them as they 
are. I don't think they give you a fair picture and yet it is 

a job for a secretary if it is to be done ( I judge that neither 

the Board nor the Church can afford that). I don't want to add that 
load to my work unless you feel it is of defiinite value to you. 


Mrs. Cubbage and small Marjorie Anne seem to be getting along fine. 
the small one seems to have her fathers ability #° eat. Nancy is 
in good health; she Still remembers you. 


cordially, 


P.S. A typical Alaska 'Pastoral Problem' - some of the young people 
got together after a birthday party and rotten egged the fronts of 
three houses for no evident reason. One of the boys. is one of the 
‘starmpmaihh pupils' in the Church school. Just godd clean Alaskan 


funf! ryrrttrt! They will be tried in the Magistrates Court this 


'Detailed Narrative! 


First Presbyterian Church 
Anchorage, Alaska 

April 15, 1940 

Boyd G. Cubbage, Pastor 


Dear Dr. King, 


You had an account of the Easter season activity in the letter written 


so Il will not repeat it. 


In this report period I have received three more members into the 
Church. One was a high school girl. The others were a man and wife 
who have married about two years and have a new baby. @ Baptized 
'it' and received them on Confession. 


I am corresponding to get three letters of transfer and do not yet 
report them. They represent three families not now affiliated with 
this Church. There are about four ‘live prospects’ in addition. 


i 
The service of April 14th wasfinspiration. There were 118 adults 
(there are seats for 93) we had the chairs in the back again etc. 
The feeling seems to be good. There are quite a few visitors each 
Sunday. 


The Choir has decided to try to carry through the summer. Each year 
they have stopped at Haster. 


The high cost of living has not changed any in Anchorage all the 
talk to the contrary! However the offerings are somewhat better 
than they were and they have not borwowed any money at the bank to 
pay me. The report at the Annual Congregational Meeting showed 

211 bills paid and a small balance left. They gave the pastor av 
vote of 'thanks and appreciation’. 


The plans for the proposed building should be in your hands by 
this time. We thank you for your kindness in making a personal 
contribution to it. The people were much impressed and it has 
worked for good feeling in the matter. Mr. Mills reported that he 
had received the check. Quite a bit of the money pledged on it 
has been paid in but we have not made a formal call for it as yet. 
We would appreciate hearing the descision of the Board as soon as 
it is reached as the summer is short here. — 


Respectfully, 


Ds ania ae 


tan OF YUKON SYNOD OF WASHINGTON 


a 


first Preshuterian Chorch 


BoybD G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
May 17 , 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 


Dear Dr. King, al’ 


Thank you for your letter of “May 5th. telling me of the 
ordination of Percy Ipalook by’ the Presbytery of Dubuque on April 
17th, 1941. I shall, therefore, make a record of it in the Minutes 
of Presbytery. I have not as yet had any work from Percy. 


When your ‘wire! arrived I took the voting of Presbytery 
by radio and voted in favor of it myself and wired the Presbytery 
of Dubuque as you suggested. 


However, I am not satisfied that we will have acted 
wisely in this matter mm unless Percy can be set aright on matters 
of Presbyterian loyalty and proceedure. I do not covet’the privilege 
of setting him streight - he rather has my 'dander' up, and I 
might send him back home to trap wiles, or whatever it is an Eskimo 
does to them. No one'thas it in'for Percy: I don't. But he has been 
very irregular - and I mean VERY. I see no reason why we should 
hope for different conduct when he gets turned foot losse along 
the north boundary. 


The work on the church is getting on in good shape. All 
of that pretty pink stucco is off. I think the siding that was under 
it looks better. Chaplain James McBride gave me $25.00 on it and 
promised $25.00 more on dedication day. 


We have been having strikes - most everyone in town except 
the preachers. Feeling is running high. I am keeping'mouthie shut! 
for a change. The strikes were to be expected; the rents and prices 
already high have gone up and the men, like all of us, can't make 
2 and 2 equal 5. The merchants etc. are counteracting by raising 
prices again! I have been able to so set things in order that I have 
no debts (and have had none) 


I did not go outside in May as planned. It turned out 
that the special representative of the Rosary Club International 
got his wires crossed, and they didn't pay expenses to that meeting. 
It appears that they do to one in July - to which they want me to 
go, and to which I want to go. It appears to be an act of God that 
I didn't go in May for these church officers would not have known 
what to do in going ahead with the church building. They need some- 
one to make up their mind for them at times and that was one of 


‘THE COMMUNITY CHURCH" 
over 


of the times. 


I hope this will take the place of the 'Detailed 
Narrative' that wasn't with my report this month. Things have 
gone as usual. All services have been held. All bills paid. Usual 
routine of funerals, weddings ete, Attendance hasn't fallen much 
after Easter - not as much as to be expected normally. 


: bc ; 2 Whe Nowa 
ai sé he Kos % 
oo = >. yt 
‘ — > a 
ol x, 2; Beek "42 
A + es 
> J byes 
- awe ae ry, 
cf me 
ears ae 3h 
2 a ai = 
— ' 
tee DP mee Fee ee oe ae . sao rs ok eS bags ; ee Se eed 
; : j 
7 
@¢ we ct 
j 
) j\ 
My 
} fy 
ne 
y 
/ 
' 7 
| 4 
s i f 
Fy 
. 
es 
’ 
e 
* 
= ¢ 
f ‘ 
Ee 
me 2 
& 
, P| ® 


J 
ed 
aa PREseyTERY OF YUKON SYNOD OF WASHINGTON 
_ 


first Preshuterian Church 


Boyp G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


June 17, 1941 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


Your letter of June 3rd., asking for some first hand 
information about the building has arrived. I have not been able 
to get any pictures developed as yet although some are in the 
process now. Picture developing and printing is almost a lost art 
in Anchorage since the boom; it' takes them from 7 to lo days and 
they charge rédiculous prices - then the picture either looks like 
the sun or else midnight. I have sent some 'Outside' to be developed 
and will foreward you some, In the meanwhile, enclosee are some 
sketches that will give you a good idea of the plan. 


The Cribb Construction Co, has the general contract and 
the Pioneer Sheet Metal will do the heating and piping. 


The building will have white asbestos siding. The heating 
will be hot water with a pump and stoker. It will really look like 
a CHURCH when it is done and the church officers and I all think 
that it is just what Anchorage needs. It is of good construction 
and should last for years. 


I am a bit fearful about the new furnace as the boiler 
has not yet arrived. The dock at Seward is too small and it holds 
up the freighters. The rail road is too small and freight lays for 
days and even into weeks in unloaded box cars here before we can 
get it. The billing on our wire and fixtures indicate they should 
hamn have been here about two weeks ago; it is in smoe unloaded box 
cars at the station. It makes us all hot under the collar when the 
lettuce doesnt arrive and then comes rotten - that is more rotten 
than it normally is. In Ohio that kind of lettuce was pig feed and 
not sold at 30¢ per head( yes - 30¢) Ever live in a boom defense 
town? There are some other things not yet arrived - roofing, for 
instance. Well - we will hope for the best. 


The first Sunday in September is just as acceptable to 
us as the last in August, for your visit and the dedication. I 
would appreciate it if you would advise me as to programs, etc. 
for that day. Don't you have an expert on Church Dedication some- 
place at '156'? 


Cordially, 


“THE COMMUNITY CHURCH" 


<a 


‘Detailed Narrative' - Anchorage, Alaska 


Rev. Boyd G. Cubbage June 1941 


The program of the church has been carried on as usual but with one 
exception: the Friendly Aid has started its summer vacation early on 
account of the ‘under construction! condition of the basement. To date 
both the morning and evening worship services and the church school 
have gone on schedule. 


The weather has been good $good for Alaska) the past few weeks. We 
have had at least a peek at the sun almost every day. There has been 
the record setting,for the date,temperature of 71 degrees. 


On the evening of June 5th., I moderated a meeting of the Palmer Session 
and Council at their request. They thought they needed to line up 

and streighten up some of their affairs: they were right - they did. 
They have agreed to pay Bingles Pension in full, having never made even 
one payment on it so far. I told then that I was certain that Presbytery 
would not dismiss Bingle as pastor till they paid it - they agreed to 
pay at once. It was almost amusing. However according to the statement 
of one of the members made in the meeting - she said that Bingle was 
violently opposed to them joining the Pension Plan and that the did all 


‘but throw the ink well at us the night we voted to join! 


Another thing that needed attention was that Constitution. It is a 
"honey" The tolg me that it was sent to New York and was approved 
by a Board Secretary. I asked them which one. They didn't know - had 
never heard. I don't believe it. There couldn't be a Board Secretary 
that dense and keep his job. Well, some changes were made in the 
constituidon. Did you ever hear of a Worship and Order Committee 
receiving members into the church before? - they did in Palmer! 

I am convinced that those people are goo# folks, they want to do what 
is right. I am now hopeful that the church will amount to something. 
TORT XI EY Ph af Ss orry ) 
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I want to commend the Rev. Paul Prouty to you for the work he has done 
so far at Palmer. The people have taken new heart under his leadership. 
It warms my heart to see the light that comes into their eyes when 
they speak of ‘our church' I really think the church is undergoing a 
definite revival of interest under his leadership. The people can't 
get over the fact that he goes on his pastoral calls in a coat and vest 
and not in shirt sleeves or a lumber jacket. Whey are all set to go 
now. 
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Detailed Narrative - Anchorage, Alaska 
Boyd G. Cubbage 


The service have been carried on to some extent in spite of 
the building program. It was necessary to give the Primary Dep't. 
&@ vacation because of the condition of the basement. The rest 
of the Sunday School has been meeting. ~- 

You will note with interest, I think, the splendid showing we 
have made this summer in the attendance at the morning worship 
service. Only adults are counted. The pastor and officers feel 
good about it. There haa been no heat in the building for weeks - 
changing furnaces. The lights have mith been cut off. The roof has 
leaked till a good portion of the plaster was wet. We had to take 
the hymn books out because of wet and dirt - and - still we have 
had an attendance equal to our communicant membership. 

The building has heen nushed as rapidly as possible. The contrac- 
tor has not been able to get enough men and that has slowed it up 
somewhat. Also we have had and are still having a wet summer. It 
is cloudy almost every day - day and night. There has scarcely been 
a clear day for about a month now. The building is now under roof 
and the siding started on today (July 16th). The steeple is finished. 
Nothing done inside. Date of finish now depends on labor supply & 
union activity. Incidentially - we are fomrtunate to have the A.F. 
of L business agent as an attendant at our church. 


It was my thought that we should not let up in the things of 
the Sprrit in Anchorage this summer. Everything seemed to be against 
us. Always a let up in Alaska in the summer. National Defense at 
Fort Richardson etc. ad infinitum. But we set our heads and hearts 
against it. Method: Preach: visit: pray: and a new church calendar. 
"The Anchorage Presbyterian" It is mailed into our 125 homes on 
wednesday of each week, and also distributed on Sunday at the Kirk. 
Copy enclosed. Result: Attendance has stayed up - to the capacity 
of the building: Offerings have been good and not mom given the 
church finances the fatal blow they ususlly get in the summer and 
that it takes from next winter's offering to make up. 


IT am tired and have been for sometime but I do not see how I 
can get a vacation. Twice this summer it has been put off. Then I 
planned to visit Sitka at the time of the Princeton-Hall launching, 
IT have now seen three dates for it -Aug 21 ; Sept; 21; and Sept l. 
My churchem officers would fold up like a bunch of sheep if I went 
off just before that Dedication Service here Sept. 1st. or at least 
I think they would. 


One has to be the pastor in a place like this to realize the 
number of funerals, weddings etc. that go along fi with the usual 
pastoral work. It is not possible to 'get away' by staying in town. 
There has heen an unusual amount of 'fighting' this summer - for 
the summer. It is more like winter. Alaskans love to fight! We have 
been able to keep the church peaceful - fairly so at least. I knew 
that a 'firm hand! would be needed in this building program and I 
have used it. 


Page 2 


Rev. Paul Prouty came for dinner last evening and spent the night 
with us. THe church there wanted consent to “hold a Session meeting 
they are getting on!) to receive members. I wrote a letter giving 
either Prouty or Elder Irwin consent to hold it pro re nata. I had 
a note from the Rev. Mr. Bingle about the last one, suggesting that 

it might not be in order for a Minister from another Synod to so 
receive members. I replied on the thesis that ' soft answer turneth 
away wrath'.Prouty has done a fine job there. You ought to give him 
a medal or something and Presbytery ought to vote ‘thanks! 


DR KING:- it might be in order for you, if you are in Fairbanks 
before you are in Anchorage, to ask a little into Armstrong's 
personal finances - to see if he is making it all right. It Bich. be 
necessary for either the Board or the Local church to give him a 
raise in salary. It costs like H--- to live up here: always has, 

and more so since we have National Def. With his addition to the 
family, he might be pretty close. 


I have not forgotten your "good clear’ pictures" of the church. Lf 
just have not had any returned as yet, taken since the building 
has been up far enough to see what’ whatts._ 


i 


Respectfully, 


Boyd G. Cubbage 


First Presbyterian Church 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Detailed Narrative 


First Presbyterian Church é 
Anchorage, Alaska = 
August 13, 1941 : 
Boyd G. Cubbage, Minister 


It has been work as usual this summer in Anchorage. There 
has been the usual work as far as the program has been concerned, 
except that the evening service has been discontinued for a time due 
to the fact that there is no light or heat in the building. The Primary’ 
in the Church School is still on vacation as the basement is torn a 
up. The rest of the School is at about a ‘summer average! ' 
The morning worship service has been well attended as you 
will see from the enclosed report blank. Last Sunday there were 124 
adults in church for this service. In Alaska, in the summer, that is 
an attendance to write home about. 


The building is coming along in good shape but it will not 
be themim finished by the time of dedication on Sept. 7th. It certainly 
is a beauty. 


The Bingle family went through Anchorage on Aug.7th. en- 


route to Palmer. 
Oo i : 
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FIRST PRESPYTHRIAN CHIRCH 
"The Cormunity Church 
Fifth Av®. Ft Hg St. 
RCV. cee (r, Cubbase,Pestor 
Manse: 613 Fifth Ave. 
reieeane: Green 3.6.9 
he Church in Anchorage is organized on the community 

church nla n develoned for Alaska by most of the major 
Protoste. nt Churches: It has people from many of the Protestent 
fa rlies in, full membership. 
This Church wes orvsnized as 6 nroject of the Board of 
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working toward self, supnort, a soal that.is steadily beans aAn- 


The cher problon, that 2s to DecsOiwed 21a LOM ee neil S 
who cone to the cormunitv and who are alreadv members of one of 
he*cooncra ting Churches to becone Taniliar with the plan and 
tov enter into the Life of, the Church, We ust weld the 2imost 
infinite variety of religious view noints into a worthwnile pro-= 
epom of Christien endeavor and thus avoid the pitfall of too 
Meany orezanizgations that ware Goo (smadl to, be selt suppor hanes 
effective “ TBO COrERIA LT ie 
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to use tne services or the vastor and to come 
to’ Church. The orstor invites correspondence on the work. The 
Mornin’ “forship Service is held at 11 o'clock each Sunday, 


Ka tthew 15:18 


"Detailed Narrative" 


Anchorage, Alaska 
Rev. B.G.Cubbage 
Cr Prmcpean wermentae (iG LN TMA Tn TT 


The work of the Church has gone on as usual. The attendance at 
the adult morning worship is increasing. It will average a 

few under 100 in a building that seats 93. At the present we 
have the following membership. There were 76 on the roll when I 
came. The removal of dead wood reduced it to 48. Three people 
who have been suspended for many years have had a change of 
heart and have been restored. There have been 28 new members 
passed on by the Session. There is little hope for any more 
growth. The Church is full and it was necessary to start the 
Young peoples service to accommodate them. For instance last 
Sabbath there were 96 adults plus 31 young people- a total 
ofl2B8. There are no S.S. Classes above the Hight Grade, and 

no adult classes and no place to put them. 


The Every Member Canvass has been completed and has, at last, 
gone over the top. 


I sent invitations to ten men and ogranized a Men's Brotherhood. 
It will meet on the first Monday of each month. More members 
are to be added but I wanted to start it'just so'. There is a 
real need for it in a communitv like this. 


I asked the Ladies Aid to purchase a rotary duplicator and 
supplies. It is ordered. It will be used for Sunday calanders 
and other publicity-mostly direct mail. The later plays on 
the frontier mail conditions and the resulting psychology 
that exhist here. 


IT have talked at length with the editor of the local daily 
paper, who is an Elder here, and have succeded in) getting a 
very favorable press for the Church. It is starting to pay 
dividends already. . f 


Here are some things we should be thinking about:- 

a-The ‘noisy sects' have regular radio programs. We don't and 

in this Church have no money for it. 

b-The Episcoplaians have a quarterly magazine that hebps to sell 
their church both here and ‘outside! The catholics have a newspaper. 
Most other Churches have something similiar. We don't. 

ec-Most of the ministers have some travel allowance. Last month 

I had to go 4 mi(one way) to visit in a home where I was to have 
a funeral. I had to borrow or rent a car. The former gets to be °- 
old both to the one who lends the car and to me, and lowers the 
dignity of the Church. The later gets very old to the family 
budget at Alaska prices.It is beyond our means to buy and 
especially to operate a car here. Our people are without the | 
proper care and we do very little extention work beyond the town 
Limits. People are building out from the town more and more. 

d- The community seems to be on the march, in general, and I do 
not see where the Church is or has been for some time past. 


-- PRESBYTERY OF YUKON SYNOD OF WASHINGTON 


first Presbuterian Church 


BoypD G. CUBBAGE, MINISTER 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 


October 15, 1941 


"Detailed Narrative! 


The most interesting service this month was the world wide 
Commuwion service. The record shows that 153 people communed. It is 
interesting to note that the 'official count! for that service is 
126 - the count was taken before the service started, evidently, as 
the same Elder also made the Communion count. We dia not have enough 
glasses and the people had to wait till some had Communed and then 
the glasses were refilled.We have ordered some new glasses. 


The building is not finished and it is lagging. The doors,which 
the contractor says he first ordered in June, have not yet arrived. 
This is keeping our Sunday School attendance down, as we can't 
use the basement. However when the doors do arrive, the building can 
soon be finished up. 


We received eight members into the Church on Oct. 5th. The 
C.E. is running in attendance from about 25 asa low, up to about 
490 as a high. 


The first snow is here now but there has been very little 
cold. The days are getting shorter. There has been a coal shortage 
but no one has gone cold as yet. There has been no fuel oil in 
town for some time, - as a result fire wood has advanced to $20.00 
per cord. I am happy I don't burn wood, or it would cost me about 
p60. per month in the winter to heat. the Manse. Wood is a good 
bit cheaper in Palmer. There has been talk of the necessity of 
rationing gasoline. The trouble behind all of this is transportation. 
Unless there is some change in the prospects I expect people will 
start to leave the Territory, as they did at the time of World War I 


The Men's Brotherhood of our Church sent a delegation to Mr. 
‘Bingles farewell party in Palmer. A gift was presented and Elders 
Atwood and Rasmussen, and I made speaches. 


We have been well except for colds and are hard at work, 


AL ASK 


“THE COMMUNITY CHURCH" 


Anchorage, Alaska 
November 19, 1941 


"Detailed Narrative! 


The services have been held each week during this report period. 
The largest attendance at any of the regular preaching services was 
216 adults at the morning service on Nov. 9th. 


You will note from the application blank our trustees sent in a 
few days ago that we have met our payment in full and apply for the 
final check from the Board. This will complete the payments on the’ 
building. The only loan is the one to the Board, 


Dr. King: - Thank you’ for youf Letter telling me of the suggestions 
you proposed to the Board. I shall be interested in the response. I ~ 
hear that our man from Sitka has been called to Northern Light. 

SF i er nae Saas check for $150.00 for the Presbytery meeting has 
tj“arrived. Thank you. Mr. Bingle and Mr. Armstrong have suggested that - 
Pia Presbyterv mect in Fairbanks the first part of February. That is a 
good time as it will get it over before Lent starts. However I doubt’ 3 
if I can attend this winter unless my work lets up and there is no 
indication that it will. 


I do not have a car this winter and hence I have been getting a 
lot of ‘foot work' and loosing some weight! 


Under seperate cover I am sending you a local newspaper with some 
accounts of our Choir activity. Two programs are also enclosed. 


Enclosed is a carbon: copy of a letter to Mr; Randall. It is for 
your information. Mr. Randalls letter of dismission reached me as 
Stated Clerk of Presbytery, and all things appearing to be in order, 

I enrolled him as a member of Presbytery, in accordance with authority 
granted me by Presbyetry. 


Boyd G.-Cubbage 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Anchorage, Alaska 


December 12, 1941 


Dear Dr. King, 


Well, shes here. There is a possibility for me to get this started 
out of here by air mail and I had better get word off. 


The trains and boats are completely tied up and no mail, food, fuel, 
etc is arriving and hasn't for a week, Anchorage has had no bombs as 
yet. There was the one prolonged alarm and there is a contunual 'black 
out! 


Prices are increasing and most places have gone on a cash basis. I 
imagine it is the same elsewhere in the Territory. Your December salary 
checks have little mam chance to be delivered for sometime. You will 
have more chance to get a letter up here via air; emergency messages 
via telegraph. 

Civilian moral is. low. I had been in bed, sick, for about a week and 
did not preach the Sunday the war started (Dec. 7) , but I had to take 
hold again at once. I expect there will be a grand exodus from here to 
the States when the boats start to run again, unless we can bring about 
a change of point of view amoung the people. 


It is my thought that it might be well for the famlies of our Min- 
isters to return to the States from one point of view - it will be 
increasingly difficult for us to support them here; and’perhaps it will 
be impossible (it will be if Board checks don't arrive at least from 
time to time) (I fear for local offerings). From the other point of 
view, their return would futher decrease local moral. There is the 
added factor that people may not be premitted to return: this seems 
drastic but the authorities are inclined to be drastic at the present. 


You can look for greatly increased overhead. Example: I had to buy 


coverings for the windows for the black out. I was told it would cost 

$ 1.75 per roll (one of our carpenters), it did cost $3.00 per roll} 
Tacks that were marked to sell at 10¢ per box were billed at 8 boxes 
for $1.00 rather than at 80¢ cents (normal outside would have been .05¢ 
per box) It is a question of take it or leave it. 


I feel we got a bad break in the fact Chaplain McBride is out of the 
Territory (military secret!). Whanhannsaramantonhananwebhnnotnbhanman 


I shall send my reports as usual on the 15th of each month and if 
they do not arrive you will know it is trouble on the steamship line. 


Cordially, 
| 3 eae Zac 
VAR We feto~ fone e: Boyd G. Cubbage 


~ FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Sf Anchorage, Alaska 3 Park 7 


December 17, 1941 


Rev. Everett B. King, D.D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


“Through you, I want to thank the World Emergency Committee for 
the recognition taken of our efforts in Anchorage to meet the 
spiritual needs of the boys stationed here. It is an encouragement 
to continue. 


We really began this work as soon as the men began to arrive here 
at the time of the construction of the Fort. One of the first things 
some of the men did was to look up the beer parlors. Some of the 
others - really a lot - looked up the Minister. There was no army 
chaplain, no army church etc. and I really served as chaplain with- 
out rank. The boys responded to the efforts, in fact it took little 
or no effort as they literally piled up at the Manse. When any of 
them were to be married, I mostly served as the pastor. At one time 
since there was no Episcopal priest here, I officiated at that chapel, 
read the marriage vows from their prayer book, wore the priests 
vestments, faced the altar to bless two rings, and generally married 
an Episcopal Lt. in due order, 


When Chaplain James McBride arrived I thought my services would 
no longer be demanded and I was relieved. It would give my full time 
to work in this boom town and on our building program. It was not so. 
The soldiers sought our Church in increasing numbers, The army 
wanted entertainment at the Fort, we helped. The Chaplain wanted 
our choir to sing at his services, it did. We furnished special 
religious music and Mrs. Cubbage served as pianist. They needed a 

Projector for hymn .slides - ours is still out there. There are now 
Siz chaplains at this Fort and our responsibility has increased all 
of the time. 


The men attend all of our services and meetings. They enjoy the 
morning service and some of them sing in the choir. There are about 
40-50 who are regular at the C.E. They seemed to enjoy the song 
service on Sunday evening last winter so we have started it again 
this winter. They also like the men's brotherhood. We have organized 
& young mens gospel team for enlisted men and thev do a fine job. 
This team has held evangelistic services at Eklutna (native) School 
several times. They have had charge of our e¥wning service from time 
to time. The soldiers also enter into the work of the Church School, 


We soon learned several things about the situation: (i) The work 


fell into (a) group work, and (b) individual work. Most of our labor 
ah aig has been, of the later . Men are homesick, bewildered, 
confused, ete. Here was my chance. I soon had a social hour 
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after the evening service. Soldiers and civilians met in the basement. 
They sang songs, visited, a light lunch was served (free). From this 
It was able to get the boys invited into the homes for dinners, social 
evenings, and just visits. I couldn't even estimate how many meals 
the men have eaten in our homes or how many hours have been spent in 
our homes as a result of this effort. The Manse has been an adopted 
home for dozens of of the soldiers. We have entertained both Chaplains. 
In fact at times it has seemed like the Manse was a sort of a public 
utility. (ii) Financially it has been hard on us - very hard. There 
have been increaeséd obligations but not an increased budget in anything 
like a decent ratio. In the army it is the ‘officers who make the 
money but they do not contribute to amount to anything to the church. 
They are not bad at attending the morning service - as it suits them. 
The enlisted men don't make much and these high Alaska prices soon 
get what they do have. A few of our boys tithe, giving some or even 
most of it to the church. Most either let the plate pass or put in 
pennies and nickles. The cost of operation is very high in Alaska. 
Coal,lights, etc come high. From a personal standpoint I am in the 
worst financial condition I have ever been in since I left the 
Seminary. Prices have soared and they were high to start with. I have 
no debts of anykind but I have paid in dollars and cents for the 
privilege of serving in Anchorage. It will be the problem of the 
Board to find ministers capable of carrying on the work here in Alaska 
on the salaries they are able to pay. (iii) The reward in working 
with the men is great in the satisfaction that someone in need has 
been definitely helped. The men seek the Minister of their own free 
will and come for personal conferences and heart to heart talks. 
(iv) When the USO arrived - YMCA - again the work for me increased. 
They had no building, no equiptment, just a worker. At his request 
I advised with the Y man. He joined my Church. I spend each Thursday 
evening with the USO as critic of the Toastmaster club. This has 
smothered me with contacts and the boys look up the pastor. The 
hostesses from the USO comes to church; it is important that I help 
to feed her both in the service and out of it for she is certainly 
called on to feed others. 


We rather specialize in music in our Church. It opens the gates 
to so mamy homes and hearts. Last year the attendance at the Christ- 
mas musical ran about 600. This Thanksgiving there were overflow 
crowds at two musicals. We offered to put this mugical on at the pest 
for the soldiers, without any cost to the army, and they could not 
find a building to have it in! 


If the Presbyterian Board of National Missions hadn't done any- 
thing in Anchorage of merit for years, the fact that it had a 
church and a minister here when the army came and the boom started, 
would justify it in this town and Alaska. One has to have gone through 
it to know! The word 'Presbyterian' is almost a holy woryAin Alaska, 
It is next to the word God. We have married the lovers, baptized their 
children, buried their dead, condemned their vices, praised their 
virtues, for generations. From Metakatla to Barrow! The effort ere 
has done still more to increase the affection the people have for 
us. This is not what we have sought. We have sought to meet their 
ee ae needs, to raise them from half dead things to creatures 
fe) fe. 


i 


I hope this will give you a more definite idea of the 
situation in Anchorage. This has been done while we have carried 
on a $15,000.00 addition and enlargement of the building. Hence 
there has been gome handicap. If you desire additional information 
please write to me and give me definite questions. With this war 
now on with the danger of a bomb attack at anytime and the blackout 
we are feeling our way. We are doing what we can and hope for a 
brighter day. 


Cordially, 


Boyd trong. 


Rev. Boyd G. Cubbage 
Missionary-in-charge 


December 22, 191 


ATRMATL 


Reve Mre Boyd G. Cubbage 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Dear Friend Cubbace: 


I received your letter of December 12th and of course 
was very muchly interested in everything you had to say, describing 
the situation in Anchorage. Certainly these are days of uncertainty 
and days in which we are called upon and will be called upon more 
and more to render sacréficial service. Above everything else, 
my advice to you is for you to stand steadfast. I am sure that 
you will do just that. The blacker the night, the greater the need 
for a little light. A little light of faith coming from a few Christians 
here and there may answer the need for the general public. 


I am notifying the Treasurer's Office to airmail all 
checks to Alaska until notified other wise. 


Cordially yours, 


EBKtMcE 


3 hat pitied pr dalee At Fee “ ae fe ‘We Laniede Ce ay 
h yr f+ we atten pe Loa np Pog Hy) Abe 


Following is some very late information taken from a letter to Drs Everett B, King, | 
Secretary for Alaska Work, from Rev. Boyd G, ca he anos kc al itt at 
Anchorage, Alaska; 
I want to thank the World Emergency Comittee for the rebagat tied idoom taken 
of our efforts in Anchorage to meet the ‘spiritual needs of the boys wtekioned he re. 
We really began this work as soon as the men arrived, One of the first 
things some of the boys did was to look up the beer parlors. Some of the others, 
really a lot, looked up the minister. There was no army chaplain, no army church, | 
etc., and I really served as Chaplain without renk, The boys responded to the 
efforts; in fact, it took little or. no effort as they literally piled up at the 
MANSE « | | 
The soldiers sought out our chureh in inane Peart. _ The army wanted 
entertainment at the Fort. We helped. The ates aia 2 wanted our ‘shale to sing 
at its services, It did. We furnished special retigtous music and Mrs. Cubbage 
served as pianist. They needed a projector for hymm slides, | Ours is still out 
there, | : 
There are now six chaplains at the Fort, and yet, our responsibility has 
increased all the time, he men enjoy the morning service and some of them sing 
in the choir, From forty to fifty are in regular attendance at the Christian | 
Endeavor meetings, They seem to enjoy the song service ri Sunday evening. They 
also like the Men's Brotherhood. We have a young men’s Gospel Team for enlisted 
men and they do a fine job. The soldiers also help with the Church School. 
The enlisted men don't make much money, and Alaska prices are high, A few 
of the boys tithe, giving some or even most of it to the church, But financially 
it has been hard on bistbe very hard. There have been increased abldgati ous, but not 
an increased budget ~~ not anything like a decent ratio, 
| If the Presbyterian Church hadn't done avbhing in ike os of merit for 
years, the fact that it had a church and a minister here when the army came justify 


4t in this towm and Alaska, 


January 14, 1942 


ATRMATL 


Reve Mre Soyd Ge Cubbage 
Anchorege, Alaska 


Dear Boyds 


I em glad that your Session has taken the action approving 
the plan to have the Chaplains supply during your absences I think — 
that is a very wise procedures Re 


I also note the action taken reletive a ‘Sacctles the | 
name of your church to Number Momorial,. That, of COUrSO, is essential. 


tT wish you would. cot some Information for me Hon some 
of your Army officials. I am extrenely interested in trying to do 
the right and the best thing with our missionaries now stationed in 
Alaska, I do not know whether to tell the missionaries to send 
their families back into the States or whether to cause some of the 
missionaries to evacuate the flelds.s You should be in a position — 
there in Anchorage to get me same real helpful advice. So what- 
ever you can send me will be deeply appreciated. caer 


Cordially you iS, | 


EBE sMcE. 


"Detailed Narrative' 


Anchorage, Alaska 
January 15, 1942 
Boyd G. Cubbage 


We are now in the process of seeing a war-boom-town in the process 
of a let down. It started with the evacuation of the wives and child- 
ren of soldiers. Others have gone also. 

The losses have been large to the church but not as large as one 
might think. The attendance at the morning service is below the 
last few months. However the evening service has increased. The finances 
have slipped but not below the operation level. It has takeyvery 
vigerous pastoral work and preaching to maintain the level we report 

‘this time. ) 


We face a very limited gasoline supply. It is not virtually cut 
.™ off as in Fairbanks. It costs 50¢ per gallon here. That maked a person 
think twice before doing any pleasure riding ( that being necessary 
»-to a normal life to a normal person in an Alaskan 'town!',) 


aA The rates on the Alaska Steamship Co., both passenger and freight, 
increased 45% the past week or so. YES - I said #4 45% } 


We now face a coal shortage. I could not get stoker coal for the 
church and had to buy nut coal. The stoker will handle it after a 
fashion but it smokes back into the furnace room. We will face the 
same situation in the Manse within a few weeks as the stoker coal here 
will run out by then. The coal dealer from whom I have been buying 
tells me that he does not look for any more stoker coal. I intend to 

start out ‘wire pulling' on Monday and we shall see what we shall 
see. Wood is too expesnive to burn even if we were geared up for it, 
or could change over to it which we can't - can't get the fire bars. 
It is $15.00 - $18.90 per cord. Fuel oil is also out. Too hard to 
get - even worse than coal. It is costing me about $20.00 per mo. 

- to heat the Manse now. 


s _ 


~ I am wondering if some of our difficult situations are not aimed 
“| at the goal of encouraging civilians to evacuate from the Territory. 
| I have no tinside dope't to make me think this. However the factors 
appear that they might add up to this. It is rather difficult for 
me to think of my wife and children in an Alaska winter with, at the 
best, an uncersain fuel supply¥°Other men will react the same - have 
in fact. You know Alaska isn't like Fbrida in the winter. 


What are reactions of men? Of every nature. Some ma are interested 
in keeping their property and money intact ( quite a few) - others 
are concerned for their skin. There is no sudden rush for the 
comforts of the Church as seen in attendance at least. I have many 
more ‘personal conferences' than before from the 'hardened'., I am of 
the opinion that should there be an attemped invasion here that it 
over 


would be a last ditch and last man stand - should it come to that. 
The civilian population is well armed and unusually sober - that is 
for Alaska i.e. sober.(Army moral is excellent.) Alaskans, both men 
and women, know how to use guns and use them well. 


There is a danger in thies like these of one letting his memotions 
get away with him in writing an account of present conditions. I 
have tried to keep myself and this and all other communications ‘ice 
col@' as to facts and reactions. 


Cordially, 


(gd BOE 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Anchorage, Alaska 


rte 


January 20,1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 
Administrative Secty. 
Board of Nattl.M@ssions 
156 Fifth Ave, 

New York, N.Y. 


pe 
Dear Dr. King, “yy 


I 


[un 


Your air mail letter of Jan.14th reached me yesterday. In reply 
to your question as to whether or not you should send the families 
of your missionaries in Alaska, back to the States, let me say that 
I have asked for information from Army officials. 


The following are my impressions since receiving that informa- 
tion: 

Alaska can be considered in the theatre of war. If there are 
operations here, it is thought that they will be aimed primarily at 
military objectives. There seems to be little probability that raids 
would be made on isolated native villages,ete. You know where the 
milisary posts are and which of our fields are of the latter class. 
I am of the opinion that the officers do not have so complete a 
concept of "total war" as civilians do -- at least infantry officers. 
The army has already evacuated many of its women and children and 
intends to evacuate all the remainder. 


I have not talked with any of our ministers.and do not know their 
opinions or wishes in this matter. I have not sorresponded with them 
and have no opinions from them by letter, with the exception of Bingle, 
who wanted to know if our folks wanted me to send my family back for 
the duration as was suggested by his family at home. 


{I do not know what fields you might consider evacuating. Would 
any of the missionaries, inspired by zeal, object to being evacuated? 


I propose to send this via air mail; I do not recall whether or 

not my monthly report of yesterday went via air. If it did not, you 
will get this before the report. In that I told of an increase of 45% 
in both freight and passenger rates on the Alaska Steamship Co. 
A possible increase of 13% in cost of groceries is forthcoming; some 
increase is certain. Also I menttoned the tragic coal shortage now 
existing, with but little hope of a return to normal. Life has become 
poth more difficult and more expensive. 


This may be helpful to you in your decision. I will be happy 
to give you any additional information that will pass the censor, 


Cordially, 


4, dott 


Bo G. Cubbage 


> 


February lj, 1982 


ATRMAIL 


Revs Mr. Boyd G. Cubbage 
Anchorare, Alaska 


Dear Cubbages 


Your detailed narrative was quite illuminating, particularly 
about the increased cost of living in Alaska. I have read this with 
interest. 


I have written to Armstrong in Fairbanks telling him thet if _ 
you tw came out to attend the meeting of General Assembly I thought 
you would be perfectly in order if you brought your families and then 
for your families to remain in the States for the duration. Although 
we have been assured by the officials in Washington that there wes 
no immediate danger, yet mo one knows that will happen. I am leaving 
the matter of decision with you and with Armstrong and Bingle. In case 
you decide that 1+ is wise for the families to come to the States, the 
Board will, of course, be glad to take care of the travel cost. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK sNcE 


Anchorage, Alaska 
February 14, 1942 


‘Detailed Narrative' - Boyd G. Cubbage 
The services have been held as usual durhng this report period. The 
Air Corps Quartette and Lt. Hanson took charge of the morning service when 
I was at Presbytery and Chaplian Wheeler had charge of the evening service. 
Of special interest this month is the arrival of twenty new dining 
tables, each 10 ft. long, folding and of the latest design. Here is an ac- 


count of the cost: - 


Cost of tables - - § 156.00 
Handling (10%) - - § 15.60 
PARC Total $ 171.60 NOTE that the freight is 
FREIG ~ - = $ 179,24 more than the tables} 
TOTAL - - # 350,84 


This has been met in full from local contributions. I am certain that you 
‘will: rejoyce with us on being able to get these on the boat as well as being al 
to pay for them without any help from the Board, or any outside this Church, 

I was elected the ministerial commissioner to the General Assembly and 
Mrs, Don Irwin of Palmer is the elder. I have reservations on the first 
boat after Haster. 

Thank you for the Scripture Calendars presented through Mr. Bingle. I 
can make use of but a limited number of them as we use 50 copies of TODAy 
each month and I have passed out 300 copies of "A Year With The Bible" 
since January lst. 1942 In addition we have given about 80 New Testa- 
ments directly into the sats of individual soldiers. 

Chaplain McBride has returned and is again active in his work, He has 


his eye set for new Chaplains, I have not seen nor heard of Youngs 


being here. 


Page 2 


It is of interest to note that the Roman Cathdlic priest here has 
resigned from the U.S.0. Committee because of it's Y.M.C.A. connection 
in this local unit. He is a Jesuit. 


The people are putting up somewhat of a fight to try to get the 4% 
increase on the Alaska Steamship rate, at least reduced. They are 
angered that the Government consented to this increase without a hearing. 
It is certain that it has had a very adverse affect on 'moral' - more 
than the facts would justify, in my judgement. We must not mistake the 


fact that it will increase prices, even if the merchants do not make the 
most of it. 


Our coal situation is critical but not as bad as it was. I succeeded in 
getting the promise of half a car and did get two good loads = one for the 
Church and one for the Manse, It is $10.00 per ton for slack! It is cost- 
ing about $ 40.00 per month to heat thimm now. The money is coming in and 
we have all bills paid to date with some balance. 


We have to pay a janitor $40.00 per month in order to get a good one. 
The woman who is doing it is fairly good. 


I was at the station to watch the evacuation train leave the other day. 
Did you ever see one of those things? I knew some of the people. It was 
a good thing the military band did not play Home Sweet Homie - they did 
their best on Tiger Rag, etc. 


I can not even guess what the population of the town is at the present. 
It has decreased beyond a doubt. The Church attendance does not reflect the 
proportionate decline in pwp population as we have been ‘tmoral-building' in 
the church by every trick in our bag. We are still having well over 50% 
of our morning congregation men. The percentage in the evening would be higher, 
for the men. You probably know that quite a few of the Alaska women make 
poor canditatenis for sainthood, 


The people are very serious, now, in their ma reactions to the pleas of 
religion. I had a beautiful crank letter after one service and another letter 
just as strong in praise. Dr. Albrecht (now Major) was in attendance and he 
was outspoken in praise. The point is: - at least it isn't leaving them cold, 
There is nothing to indicate that the unchurched are rushing to the church - 
this is true in the other churches in town and most certainly of some of the 
other Presbyterian Churches in the lerritory$t I have found that I have many 
more people consult me directly by calling at the Manse and /or asking me 
to call at their place of residencee than ever before in my ministry. It does 
not appear to carry over into church attendance in proportion to the effort 
expended, and I have taken every opportunity to ‘sell the church in a 
‘churchly way' 


pr. King: - In your air mail letter of February 4th. you mention the; -"If 
you two (Armstrong and Gubbage) come out to General assembly - -" I do not 
understand what you mean, The Presbytery has less than 24 ministers and@is 
therefore to have but one minister and one elder go to G.A. - is that not the 
fact, or is there some ruling that I am not taking into consideration? 
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It was very considerate of you and the board to make this offer of 
sending the families to the States for the duration, in the case of armstrong, 
Bingle, and the Wubbages. I want to express my appreciation, and especially in 
view of your word from Washington. I can not bring myself to think that we will 
take advantage of it although I have not yet been in contact with bert and 
Rolland on it. For my part, it has not been my intention to ask the poard for 
any help on the transportation of my family when we leave here for GA. on the 
first boat after Easter, nor has this communication changed my intention; even 
if bert and Rolland and Hert take advantage of it. I am certain that you have 
made the wise debcision in not offering ‘family evacuation' to the stations in 
non military districts, as I can not think that the 'Japst are coming this far, 


if they come at all, for a basket picnic over these isolated small dots on the 
MAD. 


Cordially, 


a G. Cubbage 


a ye 


February 28, 19,2 


ATEMATL, 
Rev, ir, Boyd G. Cubbace 
Anchorage, Alaska 


Dear Friend Cubbages © 


Thank you for your good narrative giving detailed facts and figures about 
the Anchorage situations I am glad to note that you are still able to maintain 
the fine church spirit even though there has been a large number of evacuations 
from Anchoraces : 3 | , 


I have a good friend, ir. Jim Cowan, who is working with the Kjrrison- 
Knudsen Contractors on some Goverment project in Anchorazgee I wish you 
would look him up. He was a momber of my church in Fort Worth and he is a 
very fine fellow. 


In regard to the action of Presbytery « I take it that Presbytery would 
not now consider any emergency to existe The difficulty is that when the emergency 
does exist it will be too late for action to be taken. I+ sooms to me that the 
action of Presbytery is simply holding up what we had hoped to be a clearance in 
case of any emergency. I am not asking to be given authority to act as dictator 


and I am not at all zealous of my Presbyterian perogatives but in these days of 


uncertainty when we do not know what tomorrow will bring forth, I felt like it 
was fair and just to the workers in Alaska to have some way to clear matters without 


- @ny redetape.s I am coming back again to you, therefore, asking that the Presbytery 


recogiize the set-up as of the presents namely, appointing Reve Rolland Rk. Armstrong 
of Fairbanks as your contact man for Yukon Presbytery, It would not be 

necessary for him to review all of the monthly reports that originate in the 
Presbytery but he could be the man to recelve mainly the commmications that 


would originate here in New York or to send to New York any matters of emergency 


from the fleld. 
Cordially yours, 


EBK sMeE 


CeCe Reve Re Re Arms tong | 


m7) 
a ae 
Boyo G. CUBBAGE 
113 WEST REBECCA STREET 


ww! , a EAST PALESTINE, OHIO 


May 7, 1943 
Dear Dr. King, 


Enclosed is a letter about the Methodists 
and their effort to start a Church in Anchorage. It is 
rushed due to the conditions of my work just now and as a 
result of your hope of an early reply. 


I almost wish I had stayed in Anchorage 
so as to have been able to have carried on the fight on 
that end. It gets my Scotch up. 


Soon afger Sabbath I shall send you my 
impressions as to David's effectiveness. 


It seems that the'snow shoe’ reached me 
even out here. The word was that Dave would not want to 
return to Cordova unless his feelings changed, However 
Alaska gets in ones blood once he has worked there and I 
doubt if Dave sould throw it off. 


Anytime I can do anything to be of any 
help to you, you can feel free to call on me. My opinions 
may not always be right but like Shakesperes fool ‘mine 


own' 


Cordially, 


[Ge 


113 West Rebecca Street 
East Palestine, Ohio 
May 7, 1943 


Rev. Everett B. King, D.D. 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. King, 


The word has just reached me that our friend Dr. Kohlsetdt of the 
Methodist Mission is making another approach to establish a Methodist Church in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 


| It is my judgement, based on a three yeer pastorate in Anchorage, 
that it is a mistake to start a Methodist Church there. 


‘ The Methodists under Dr. Kohlstedt do not appear to be able to 
make an intelligent survey of a shmh situation. They appear to be motivated with 
tanother Methodist Church or bust' 


Anchorage is a ‘boom town' There is no economic reason for a town 
more than about 1/5 th. the population that is now there. This war boom will soon run 
out, and there will be no way for people to make a living there. 


Anchorage is neither a ‘fish town' nor a ‘mining town' as almost 
every place there is. It is a ‘transportation town' - and it if off the main air and 
land routes now. It is not as favorably located as is Fairbanks in that respect; how- 
ever it is getting more publicity. ccanw O . Aa. 


It is my knowledge that the vice conditions there are greatly 
overstated. They are not the same as a New England village but they are far from any 
hell on earth. I know for a fact that some mgmmmm have over drawn them for the purpose 
of soliciting\funds. However taking things as they ere, there is no reeson to think 
that a Methodist Church will do any more to bring the conditions of the Kingdom to 
earth than our Church will. At least there is no indication that the Methodists have 
made any startling impression on the town of Seward. In fact if Seward were under your 
care I know you would have ‘looked into it' ere this. 


Also there is no need for a Methodist movement in Anchorage during 
the boom. Defense workers work long hours. Seven days each week. Many of them are 
not church people and never will be, Presbyterian and/or Methodist effort to the 
contrary. The Presbyterian building and program is adequate for the town during the 
boom. There is every indication that Rev. Armstrong is doing an excellent job as the 


pastor. 


It is my thought that such an attempt will do nothing but to gain 
411 will for the Methodists. The people are soiAd on the comity plan. They do not 
attend the churches that do not keep it. The church o€ God, etc. are not popular. 
Folks will see them as not willing to keep the spirit of comity once they get into a 
position that they are not breaking the letter. Our Church is self supporting, true; 
I would not like to guess how long it will be. Decline in the boom; one 'poor' pastor 
etc. and we may well be on the mission aid again. It is a border line self support at 


~ = « 


the present. 


It is my knowledge at at least two families who were leading 
Methodist Families in the States do not want that church in Anchorage. I took both of 
the familie@ into our Church and when Dr. Kohlstedt and Bishop Baxter came into the 
town about a year or so ago - they called a meeting of methodists in a private home 
at that time with a view to a church then (I was not advised of their coming) These two 
families were apposed to their purpose and, as they told me later, so advised mea 
I gained the impression at that time that Bishop Baxter did not favs a church there 
at that time. 


I am at a loss to know why the Methodists are so set on this. 
It is not for the benefit of the Kingdom. It is poor business for them to spend any of 
their Mission money that way and it will not react favorably on their benevolence 
when they enter into competition. It may bewhat the Alaskans used to say about some 
of the arguments in the north - 'a Sweed fight' - meaning bull headedness. Or it may 
be that they jus} don't know what they are doing. 


Let us hope that it will work out that they will see, or can be 
shown,the folly of their ways, before it is too late for such an attempt would most 
certainly gainmthing for them, or us, nor for the Kingdom. I wonder that it would do 
anything than to set the Kingdom back about a generation. 


Pb Ricans 


Boyd’ G. Cubbage 
€ 


First Presbyterian Church 
East Palestine, Ohio 


